" TTU started in
November 1996 after Perry
Polnaszek, an optician and
Thorp native, returned
from a medical mission
trip to Honduras.

© “I'was blown away by
what I saw,” he said about
the trip. “I came back and
thought ‘Why do I need to
g0 so far away when there
are so many in my back-
yard who need help?’ ”

Polnaszek, an ordained
Southern Baptist minis-
ter and a missionary with
the Minnesota-Wisconsin
Baptist Conference, met
his future wife, Andrea (of
Boston), at a Louisville,
Ky., church, where TTU, a
nonprofit ministry, origi-
nated. There are now 300
groups across the coun-
try who hold an estimated
600 clinics and serve up
t0 2,000 people at a time,
although most average
about 250.

The program allows
people to share their per-
sonal and occupational
skills and develop new

Tim Mentink of
Eau Claire was
one of the many
volunteers who
changed oil in 70
vehicles over a
four-hour period
during a recent
Twice Touched
United event

at Bethesda
Lutheran Brethren
Church.
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Dr. Chris Hubbell of Hubbell Eye Clinic performed a free vision screening test for a man during a recent Twice Touched United event. Almost 400 people
received free screenings, food and clothes during the event.

M Touched Twice United
can be contacted at: P.0.
Box 732, Chippewa Falls,
WI 54729; 715-379-0858;
www.touchedtwiceunited.
org.

ones while meeting the
needs of othets.

Doctors, dentists, vision
experts and other profes-
sionals made use of their

expertise to help people
during the four-hour event
at Bethesda, but scores

of others also gave their
most precious commod-
ity: time.

They greeted people,
made and served meals,
collected and distrib-
uted hundreds of clothes
and toys, scheduled event
participants for various
appointments, cut hair,

took pictures, colored

need of dental attention.

nails, gave chair massages, Thankfully, there was
changed oil for 70 vehicles an interpreter to help us.

and handed out almost
200 bags of donated
groceries. i
And there
were scores
of advocates
— people who
were fortunate
enough to spend
time with a par-
ticular person or
family and help
them receive at
least one major
service during

Along the way, the man
got a haircut and
] an oil change.
His dental issue
| was so bad that
i | afollow-up
| appointment was
scheduled at a
dentist’s office.
Whatever
they received, I
received much
more. I learned
about their fami-
lies, their strug-

their time at the gles, their goals,

event. and met a couple
That was my Ssew e ormenTmight

job. Chuck not have gotten

I met a young
man who wanted
chiropractic
attention, which
he received, along with a
meal, a bag of food and an
oil change.

Then I assisted a
Hmong man who had lost
his job and was in dire

Rupnow

to know other-
wise. I was the
lucky one.

Isaiah 58 and
other Bible verses men-
tion the importance of
assisting others with food,
clothes and necessities.

“My experience has
been, the more I give, the

more healing I receive,”

Polnaszek said. “It seems
inverse to the world.”

TTU has been held in
the Eau Claire area before
and will be again. It is
designed to equip church -
and community mem- .
bers to serve and satisfy
needs in communities and
has been recognized as
one of the nation’s most
creative models for min-
istry and community
impact, according to the
Polnaszeks.

TTU has an annual
budget of about $50,000,
used mostly for travel and
presentation expenses,
said Polnaszek, pastor
at Fellowship Church in
Chippewa Falls for the
past four years. ;

“These are real people
with needs in the commu-
nity,” he said. “The ques-
tion that gets asked is,
what is the most impor-
tant thing we can do for

See TTU, Page 4F.






